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honourable peace." After which the Abbe Polignac, who
of the French plenipotentiaries was most in the secret of
his court, might be told, "That it was in vain to amuse
each other any longer ; that on such terms the peace would
be immediately concluded; and that the conferences must
cease, if those conditions were not, without delay, and with
expedition, granted."

A treaty between Her Majesty and the States, to subsist
after a peace, was now signed, Mons. Buys having received
full powers to that purpose. His masters were desirous to
have a private article added, sub spe rati, concerning those
terms of peace; without the granting of which, we should
stipulate not to agree with the enemy. But neither the
character of Buys, nor the manner in which he was em-
powered to treat, would allow the Queen to enter into such
an engagement. The congress likewise approaching, there
was not time to settle a point of so great importance.
Neither, lastly, would Her Majesty be tied down by Holland,
without previous satisfaction upon several articles in the
Barrier Treaty, so inconsistent with her engagements to other
powers in the alliance, and so injurious to her own king-
doms.

The lord privy seal, and the Earl of Stafford, having,
about the time the Parliament met, been appointed Her
Majesty's plenipotentiaries for treating a general peace, I
shall here break off the account of any further progress made
in that great affair, until I resume it in the last book of this
History.